In 1989, the former Schweizer Zeitschrift für Hydrologie (Swiss Journal of Hydrology) changed its name to Aquatic Sciences. Peter Bossard, managing Editor of the journal at that time, wrote in his Editorial that this change was necessary to "meet new demands of modern science coping with escalating environmental problems with growing complexity". This was exactly 20 years ago! However, the journal has a much longer history. It was founded in 1920 as the Zeitschrift für Hydrologie by the Swiss Hydrobiological Commission; as a response to an already long-lasting tradition of limnology in Switzerland (in 1887, FranÅois Alphonse Forel founded the "Commission dØtudes limnologiques"). In the Editorial of the first issue (1920) the main goal of the journal was stated "to bridge science with application" (which sounds very similar to present-day goals). The first papers were exclusively written in German or French and focused on the water quality and hydrology of lakes, as well as on faunistic and biogeographic studies. During the first decades, the journal appeared at irregular intervals (1 -2 issues every 2 -4 years). In 1948, the Proceedings of the 10 th International Limnological Conference (SIL), hosted by Gottfried Huber-Pestalozzi and Otto Jaag, were published as the 10th issue of the journal (all papers were published in German or French!). The first article published in English was by C.H. Mortimer (1953) entitled: The resonant response of stratified lakes to wind. In 1972 Heinz Ambühl became Editor of the journal, in 1984 Peter Perret; before Peter Bossard, in 1989, became first Editor of the journal renamed as Aquatic Sciences.
After 80 years as the official journal of the Hydrobiological Commission (after 1990 of the Swiss Society of Hydrology and Hydrobiology), the ownership of Aquatic Sciences was transferred to Eawag (2000 Eawag ( until 2008 . In 2000, Barbara Sulzberger relaunched Aquatic Sciences, renewed the Editorial Board, and sharpened the scope by making it a journal "across boundaries" (i.e. across disciplinary and environmental boundaries). In 2008, Birkhäuser Verlag, Basel, a subsidiary of Springer, became official publisher of the journal, modified the layout, and asked Klement Tockner, Alfred Wüest, and Stuart Findlay to serve as co-editors of the journal. In 2007, the electronic management system had been implemented, which facilitates the handling of manuscripts.
The key aim of the journal is to provide a platform for innovative research and by stimulating research in Aquatic Sciences. The journal's identity lies in its focus on interdisciplinary topics. The editors welcome Special Issues, Special Features, and Invited Articles on emerging issues in aquatic sciences. Special Issues and Features generally compile and synthesize a group of papers on a particular subject. The impact factor of the journal has doubled during the past 5 years (today's IF: 1.7) and it is expected to further increase in 2009. About 40 % of the submitted manuscripts are not sent out for external reviews, mainly because they do not fit to the scope of the journal or because they report empirical case studies that are mainly of regional interest. The acceptance rate of papers sent for review is approximately 30 %. The success of the journal would not have been possible without the great support by the members of the Editorial Board, the dedicated reviewers, and you as the readers. Most heartily, however, we thank the authors for submitting their innovative and high-quality work to Aquatic Sciences. We are looking forward to receiving many novel and stimulating articles on aquatic research across boundaries, and we hope that the reader enjoys reading these articles. 
